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interest and often parties of well-meaning strangers, especi-
ally English people, used to drive out from Monte Carlo and
stand looking up at the Villa. Sometimes they came to the
door and asked that their sympathy should be conveyed to
the Crown Prince. On such occasions he would come in
from the garden and go to the balcony in front to greet
them. One of the few happinesses left to him was to find
that many good people had not forgotten him, and took the
trouble to come out to his villa to express their feelings. In
the end very large numbers of unknown visitors came to
greet the dying Crown Prince on the balcony at Villa Zirio.
He became very deeply moved.

March came to fill Berlin with howling winds and blinding,
freezing snow blizzards. William had returned from Berlin
without persuading his mother to bring the Crown Prince
back to Berlin. The new doctrine of hope with which she
was now surprising everyone made her nervous of risking the
patient's health in the cold airs of Germany. William,
shivering in a white and ice-bound Berlin, had to admit that
for once his mother was right. Nothing but the ultimate
emergency should bring the Crown Prince from the warm,
southern sunshine into the hardest German winter of the
century.

But the ultimate emergency was at hand. Time was
drawing toward March gth. The old Emperor, propped and
wrapped with soldierly neatness, lay dying on the meagre
frame of his old camp bed in his bleak dressing-room.
Beside him Empress Augusta sat nodding endlessly in her
bath-chair. Bismarck hovered spasmodically by the bed-
head, watching with hooded, vulturine eyes the gasping
lips of the ' old Master.' The mind of the Chancellor was
walking in the Future. Every move must be made with
care. To-morrow the Crown Prince might be Emperor. A
dying Emperor, of little account himself, but with an
Empress whom they called the most brilliant and energetic
woman on the Continent. What could she do in a brief spell
of months ? It could not be longer.

Prince William, too, was frequently at the bedside.   The